
 

ZEBRA FACT SHEET 

  
 
STATUS:   
The Plains Zebra (Equus quagga, formerly 
Equus burchelli) is the most common, and has 
or had about five subspecies distributed across 
much of southern and eastern Africa. It, or 
particular subspecies of it, have also been 
known as the Common Zebra, the Dauw, 
Burchell's Zebra (actually the extinct 
subspecies, Equus quagga burchelli), and the 
Quagga (another extinct subspecies, Equus 
quagga quagga). 
 
The Mountain Zebra (Equus zebra) of 
southwest Africa tends to have a sleek coat 
with a white belly and narrower stripes than the 
Plains Zebra. It has two subspecies and is 
classified as endangered. 
  
Grevy's Zebra (Equus grevyi) is the largest 
type, with an erect mane, and a long, narrow 
head making it appear rather mule like. It is a 
creature of the semi arid grasslands of Ethiopia, 
Somalia, and northern Kenya. It is endangered 
too. There are two subspecies of mountain 
zebra. Equus zebra is endangered and Equus 
zebra hartmannae is threatened. 
  

DESCRIPTION:   
Zebras have black and white stripes all over their bodies except their stomachs, which are white. They have four one-toed 
hoofs. Their slender, pointed ears reach up to eight inches in length. Zebras have manes of short hair that stick straight up 
from their necks. The stripes on their bodies continue to the mane. They also have a tuft of hair at the end of their tails. 
The Grevy's Zebra differs from all other zebras in its primitive characteristics and different behavior. 
  
SIZE:   
Zebras reach six to eight-and-a-half feet in length. Their tails are an additional one-and-a-half feet long. Zebras weigh 
between 530 and 820 pounds. They are four to five feet tall at the shoulder. Equus zebra is generally larger than Equus 
zebra hartmannae.  
  
POPULATION:   
Equus zebra: 600-700 in the wild.  
  
Equus zebra hartmannae: 8,000-13,000 in the wild. 
  
LIFESPAN:   
Members of the genus Equus (horses, donkeys and zebras) can live 25 to 45 years.  



 
RANGE:   
Zebras occur in southwestern Africa. Equus zebra inhabits South Africa and Equus zebra hartmannae inhabits Namibia 
and Angola. The primary habitats of zebras are the slopes and plateaus of mountainous regions. Zebras inhabit 
elevations of up to 6,500 feet. Plains Zebras are much less numerous than they once were, because of human activities 
such as hunting them for their meat and hides, as well as encroachment on much of their former habitat, but they remain 
common in game reserves. The Grevy's Zebra (Equus grevyi), sometimes known as the Imperial Zebra, is the largest 
species of zebra. It is found in the wild in Kenya, Somalia, and Ethiopia, and is considered endangered, partly due to 
hunting for its skin which fetches a high price on the world market. Compared to other zebras, it is tall, has large ears, and 
its stripes are narrower. 
 
FOOD:   
Zebras feed on a variety of grasses.  
  
BEHAVIOR:   
Zebras are most active in the early morning and late afternoon. They spend up to half of the daylight hours feeding. A 
zebra can travel at a top speed of fifty five kilometers per hour, slower than a horse. However, it has much greater 
stamina. During the course of a day the plains zebra can walk around forty kilometers (from its herd, and back again in the 
evening.) Zebras are highly social and usually form small family groups consisting of a single stallion, one, two, or several 
mares, and their recent offspring. Groups are permanent, and group size tends to vary with habitat: in poor country the 
groups are small. From time to time, Plains Zebra families group together into large herds, both with one another and with 
other grazing species, notably Blue Wildebeests. 
 
Unlike many of the large ungulates of Africa, Plains Zebras prefer but do not require short grass to graze on. In 
consequence, they range more widely than many other species, even into woodland, and they are often the first grazing 
species to appear in a well vegetated area. Only after zebras have cropped and trampled the long grasses do wildebeests 
and gazelles move in. Nevertheless, for protection from predators, Plains Zebras retreat into open areas with good 
visibility at night time, and take it in turns standing watch. They eat a wide range of different grasses, preferring young, 
fresh growth where available, and also browse on leaves and shoots from time to time. 
 
Grevy's Zebra has a social system characterized by small groups of adults associated for short time periods of a few 
months. Adult males spend their time mostly alone in territories of 2 12 km². The territories are marked by dung piles and 
females within the territory mate solely with the resident male. Small bachelor herds are known. This social structure is 
well adapted for the dry and arid scrubland and plains that Grevy's Zebra primarily inhabits, less for the more lush habitats 
used by the other zebras. Like all zebras, Grevy's Zebra males fight amongst themselves over territory and females. The 
Grevy's is vocal during fights, braying loudly. The Grevy's communicates over long distances. 
  
OFFSPRING:   
Foals (baby zebras) weigh 55 pounds at birth. Mares normally give birth to their first foal when they are between three and 
six years of. Normally they then give birth to one foal every one to three years until they are 24.  
  
THREATS:   
The spread of agriculture is one of the main threats to zebra. Their habitat is destroyed to make room for new farmland, 
and they are hunted and killed so that domestic livestock can graze on the land. Zebras are also hunted for their skins. 
 
CAPTIVITY: 
While zoos and aquariums may appear to be educational and conservation-oriented, most are designed with the needs 
and desires of the visitors in mind, not the needs of the animals. Many animals in zoos and aquariums exhibit abnormal 
behavior as a result of being deprived of their natural environments and social structures. Some zoos and aquariums do 
rescue some animals and work to save endangered species, but most animals in zoos were either captured from the wild 
or bred in captivity for the purpose of public display, not species protection.  The vast majority of captive-bred animals will 
never be returned to the wild. When the facility breeds too many animals they become "surplus" and often are sold to 
laboratories, traveling shows, shooting ranches, or to private individuals who may be unqualified to care for them. 
  
PROTECTION:   
Endangered Species Act. CITES*. Mountain Zebra National Park was established in South Africa for the preservation of 
Equus zebra.  
*Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, an international treaty with more 
than 144 member countries. Appendix I listed species cannot be traded commercially. Appendix II listed species can be 
traded commercially only if it does not harm their survival. 


